13th February, 1800,

Read the ﬁrﬂ and fecond time, and ordered to be committed to a Committee of
the whole. Houfe next Monday week.

Qq Bl

More effectually to provide for the national defence

by eﬁablifhing an uniform militia throughout the
United States.
1 Src. 1. BE it enafled by the Senate and Houfe ‘of Reprefeiitatives of

2 the United States of America, in Congrefs Affembled, That the militia

of the United States, fhall be compofed of all able bodied male white

o

citizens of the refpeftive fiates refident therein, who fhall refpe@tively

o

5 be of the age of twenty and under the age of forty, and fhall conftitute
6 one army, of which the Prefident of the United States being com-
7 mander in chiefy there fhall be attached to the fame a complete ftaff as
8 follow, viz.—eight aid-de-camps with the rank of lieutenant olonels,
9 one adjutant general, one infpeétor general, one quarter mafter general,
10 each with the rank of major generals, one infpettor of astillery and ca-
11 valry, one commiffary gencral and one phyfician general.

1 Sec. 2. And be it further enafled, That within twelve months after

[~

pafling this a&, the militia of the Uuited States fhall be arranged
8 into divilions, brigades, regiments, battalions and companies, as. the
4 legiflature of each flate may ciire& ; each divifion, brigade, regiment,

5 battalion and company fhall be numbered, and a record made of fuch
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6 number at the deputy adjutant general’s office in the ftate,and when called
7 into aQual fervice in part or in whole, fuch numerical defignation fhall -
8 govern as to precedence, reckoning the firft or loweft number higheft
g in rank ; each divifion fhall confift of two or more brigades as local
10 convenience may dire&, and under the fame rule, each brigade fhall
11 confift of four regiments, each regiment of two battalions, each batta-
12 lion of five companies, each company of fixty four privates; to each
13 divifion there fhall be one major-general and two aid-de-camps with
14 the rank of major, one quarter mafter, with the rank of lieutenant co-
15 lonel ; to each brigade, one brigadier general with one brigade quarter
16 mafter, one brigade infpefor and one brigade major with the rank of
17 major; to each regiment one licutenant colonel commandant ; to each
18 battalion one major ; to each company one captain, one licutenant, one
19 enfign; four férjéants, fotit corporals, one drummer and one fifer or
20 bugler. The general ftaff for the militia of the States refpe&lively, fhall
21 be taken from the line fcle@ted by their refpe@ive generals, as fhall the
a2 regimental ftaff alfo, to be felefled by the refpeltive commandants of
23 regiments, which fhall confift of one adjutant, one quarter mafter, and
24 one pay mafter, one furgeon and one furgeon’s mate. To each regi-
25 ment there fhall be one ferjeant major, one quarter mafter ferjeant,
26 one drum major and one fife major.
1 Skc, 3. And be it further enalled, by the authority aforefaid, That
¢ the militiamen liable to do dut‘y as aforefaid, from the age of twenty
3 to the age of twenty five years fhall be formed into companies of artille-
4 1y, cavalry, light infantry or granadiers, and fhall be called the light
5 troops—To each company of artillery there fhall be one captain two

6 lieutenants, four ferjeants, four corporals, fix gunners, fix bombar-
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5 diers, one drummer, one fifer, and privates—and each commiffioned

8 officer fhall provide himfelf with a fword or hanger, a fugee bayonet

g and belt, anda cartridge box to contain at leaft twelve cartridges,—to
10 each troop of horfe there fhall be one captain, two lieutenants, one
11 cornet, ferjeants, corporals and
12 privates, and each commiflioned officer and private
14 fhall provide himfelf with a good horfe, at leaft fourteen hands and an
14 halfhigh, and the officers fhall provide themfelves with the following
15 arms and accoutrements fo wit, a good {word, pair of piftols with hol-
16 fters well covered with bear fkin, a good faddle, bridle, mail pillion
17 and valife, breaft ;)late, boots and fpurs—and it fhall be at all times
18 hereafter the duty of the commandant of regiments to take meafures for
19 the duedifcharge of all men in faid companiesas foon as they refpe&tive-
20 ly complete the age of twenty five years, and for the due enrollment in
21 fome one of faid companies of all men reaching the age of twenty and re-
o2 fiding within the bounds of his regiment of which enrollment {fuch citizen
23 fhall be notified by a non-commiffioned officer of the company in which
24 he is enrolled and every citizen {o difcharged having faithfully gone
35 through five years of training as by law direfted, fhall be by the dis-
26 charging officer prefented at the expenfe of the United States, with his
27 arms and accoutrements poflefled by him while training; every foldier re-
28 moving from his diftri€t thall be entitled on demand to a certificate from
29 his commanding officer of the time he has ferved in training, which faid
30 certificate in cafe of removal as aforefaid thall be received as full proofs
31 as to ime of fervice, when he fhall claim his difcharge and the arms and
32 accoutrements to be prefented to him; Provided he fhall within thirty

33 daysafter removal enroll himfelfinto the company within whofe precinéts

34 he fhall remove to.
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2 Sec. 4. And beit further enacted, That the executive of the feveral
2 ﬁ'ateé, thall appoint to the light troops within their refpeflive ftatesa
3 gehcréf or generals of divifion. The generals of divifion fhall ‘appoiﬁt
4 the brigadier generals, and the commandants of brigades fhall apportion
5 to the light troops of their brigades refpettively, the ficld officers, which
6 feveral officers thall be taken from thofe already in commiffion, accor-
7 ding to their refpettive }anks. The commandants of rejiments, fhall ap-
8 portion the officers of their refpettive regiments to the feveral companies
g thereof, and fhall fec that the companies aforefaid, do attend on the
1o training ground, at fuch time and place as may be defignated by law.
1 Skc. 5. And be it further enadled, That there fhall be a deputy adju-
2 tant general appointed in each ftate by the Legiflature thereof, or infuch
3 manner as they may diret with the rank of brigadier general, whofc
4 duty it fhall be to Qiftribute all orders from the adjutant general, or
5 from the commander in chief of the ftate to which he belongs to the
6 feveral corps, to attend all public reviews, when ordered fo to do
7 by the commander in chicf of the ftate, or by the adjutant general—
8 to obey all orders from them, or either of them, relative to carrying
g into execution, and perfe@ing the fyftem of military difcipline eftablith-
10 ed by this aét—he thall likewife furnifh blank forms of fuch returns as
11 may be required, and furnifhed from time to time by the adju-
12 tant general, and explain the principles oo which they are to be
13 made, receive returns of the militia throughout the ftate, reporting the
14 aBual fituation of their arms, accoutrements and ammunition, their
15 delinquencies, and every other thing which relates to good order and
16 difcipline—all which returns the commandants of divifions are hereby

17 required to make,fothat the faid deputy adjutant general may be duly fur-
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18 nifhed thetewith, {rom which ke ‘fhall ‘make ohe géenéral return, and
+g lay the faime annually before the commander in chief of the ftate, who
20 fhall, within thirty days thereafter, caufe a certified copy thereof to be
21 “tranfmitted to the adjutant general : and the faid deputy adjutant-general
2¢ fhall-be allowed, annually, asa compenfation for his fetvices the fum of
23 doflars, to be paid out of the trea-
24 fury of the Umted States. ‘
1 Sec. 6. And be it further enafled, That whenever the aforefaid
2 troops, or any part thereof, fhall be called into the field for the purpofe
3 of training the officers, non-commiffioned officers, and privates thereof
4 ‘fhall be furnifhed at'the expence of the United States, with fuch rations
5 both with refpeft to quantity and quality, as are allowed to the officers
6 and foldiers upon the military eftablifhiment of the United States, they
7 fhall likewife be furnifhed with one camp kettle to each field officer;

8 one for the commiffioned officers of each company, one to every four

9 non-commiffioned officers, and one for every fix privates. They fhall
10 appear at the place of rendezvous in fuch uniform as may be direted
11 by the legiflatures of the different States, and while at the place of
12 training fhall be comfortably hutted in fuch manner as may be diretted
13 by the commanding officer at each place of training, and it fhall be the
14 duty of each commandant of every regiment to make a return of his
15 regiment to the brigadier-general or commandant of brigade who fhall
16 thereupon make out his brigade return to the general of divifion, who
17 fhall refpe&tively form divifion retarns and tranfmit the fame to the
18 deputy adjutant gerreral’s office. The deputy adjutant general of each
19 State fhall oncein every year tranfmit ageneral return to the governor

20 and to the adjutant generaly and as often as flral be required—1In ail re-
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tarns aforefaid dire@ed, thall be defignated by name the comparics coniti-
tuting the light troops, the names and places of refidencc ot thair officers,
and their aggregate amount contra diftinguifhed from the refidu ry militia
fhall be feparately thewn and afcertained. The fecretary of war fhallin
conformity to fuch returns fupply at the expence of the United States, arms,
colours and accoutrements complete for the light troops correfponding
to their feveral lines, together with ftrong chefts fufficient to contain all
fuch arms and acccutrements, each chelt having a good lock and key,
which faid arms and accoutrements, thus {ecured fhall be delivered to
the deputy adjutantgeneral of each ftate to be by him delivered to the com-
mandant of regiments for the fole ufe of the light troops belonging to
his regiment for the fafe keeping whereof and of the camp equipage re-
ceivedy- the faid commandant fhall give his bond conditioned with a
proper penaity to the faid adjutant general or fucceffor in office with
his field officers relpeétively as fureties or other adequate fecurity, for
which the faid commandant fhall be allowed dollars
to be paid by order of the fecretary of war on certificate from the ad-
jutant general of each ftate refpe&tively—It fhall be the duty of the faid
licutenant colonel or commandant to give out the faid arms and camp
equipage to the light troops of his regiment previoufly to the annual pe-
riod of training and to take in the fame on return of faid troops—
The officers and foldiers of each company to be anfwerable for the
{afe refloration of all arms accoutrements and camp equipage received
(wear and tear excepted) and to be liable to make reftitution by fine im=
pofed by court-martial in fuch manner as they may decide—And it fhall
be the duty of the fenior officer of every detachment of light troops to
make a return within ten days after training, of the arms, accoutre-

ments and camp equipage of fuch detachment, their ftate and condition
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49 to the commandant of the regiment, whofe duty it thall be to tran{mit
5o within thirty days thereafter a return to the deputy adjutant general of the
51 arms,accoutrementsand camp equipageinhisregiment, who{hallexamine
52 the fame, andin cafe of deficiency fhall compel by fuit of the bond the
53 immediate replagement of fuch deficiency.
1 Skc. 7. And be it further enafled, That the light troops of the mi-
2 litia of the fex;eral ftates thall be affembled fortraining at leaft eighteen
3 days at one time in every year, to be computed from their arrival at
4 therefpe&tive places of rendezvous, at fuch times and places and in fuch
5 manner as the Legiflatures of ihe refpedlive ftates fhall diret; Pro-
6 vided, That they affemble in regiment, brigade, or divifion, the whole of
7 the aforefaid corps of light troops fhall at all times be deemed, and con-
8 fidered as in a flate of requifition, and no part of the refidue of the
g militia fhall at any time be called into attual fervice unlefs in the opini-
10 on of the Prefident of the United States, the whole §f the light troops
11 within a convenient diftance of the fcene of danger fhalil be deemed in-
12 competent to the objet.
1+ Scc. 8. Andbeit further enaied, That the refiduary militia fhall be com-
2 pelled to affemble but once only in every year, viz. on the fourth day of
g July, and whenever the fame fhall happen on a Sunday on the fucceeding
4 day, for the fole purpofe of infpetion of their arms and accoutrements,
5 which faid arms and accoutrements fhall confift of a good mufket, a
6 fufficient bayonet and belt, and a knapfack, and fhall be provided by
7 the faid refiduary militia, excepting where the fame fhall be furnifhed
8 by the fate; to enfure the aforefaid provifion, as well as the immediate
. g repair of fuch arms and accoutrements when neceffary, it fhall be the

10 duty of the commandant of each regiment to make outa lift of all fuch
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citizens enrolled -as before dire@ted who fhall fail to fupply themfelve,
with the arms and accoutrements required by law, to keep the fame in
good order, which faid lift fhall be laid before a regimental court-
martial to be held in every year before the firft day of Augufl, and the
faid court-martial is authorized to enforce the full and punttual execu-
tion of the above requifition by the infii€tion of fuch fines as they may
deem proper.
Skc. 9. And be it further enalied, That no party or detachment of
militia, drafted for, or cdlled into the fervice of the United States,
fhall be compelled to remain in fuch fervice for a longer time than
nine months at any one time, and that if any officer or foldier belong-
ing to the militia of any ftate, and called into the fervice of the United
States, ‘be wounded or difabled while in fuch fervice, fuch officer or
foldier fhall be taken care of, and provided forat the public expenfe.
Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That all commiffioned officers
fhall take rank according to the date of their commiffion, and when
two of the fame grade bear the fame date, referrence thall be had to
previous commiffion, incafe ertheror both fhall have been formerly in
commiffion, which former commiffions fhall determine the right of pri-
ority ; in cafe of no fuch previous commiffion then their rank fhall be
determined by lot, and to 'be drawn in prefence of the commanding
officer of the regiment : the rules of difcipline as eftablifhed for the
regular troops fhall be obferved by the militia throughout the United
States; copies whereof fhall be tranfmitted by the Secretary of War
to the adjutant general of each ftate in fuch numbers as he may deem

neceffary and by him diftributed in fuch manneras the generals of di-

vifion may dire&.



1+ Sec. 11. And be it further enatled, Thatall clergymen of every deno-
2 mination whatfoever, fhall be exempted from militia duty, although
3 they may be within the age prefcribed by law, and whereas it is proper
4 to exempt alfo from faid duties all other perfons coming within the pur-
5 view of the law who may from mental apprehenfions or fcruples be in-
6 capable of difcharging the duties of foldierfhip, by allotting to fuch
7 citizen, fome other employment beneficial to our common country.
8 Beit enafied, that all other perfons thus difinclined to prepare them-
g felves to defend their country, fhall be employed at fuitable feafons,
10 the fame number of daysin working on the public roads to be fpecified
11 by law, under the orders of a non-commiffioned officer, as are the
12 militia engaged in training,  taking care always’ that thofe from the age
13 of twenty, to the age of twenty-five, fhall give the fame number of
14 days to public work as do the light troops to public training: Provided
15 neverthelefs, that all fuch perfons may by annual certificates, to be ob-
16 tained in the month of January from the commandants of regiments,
17 exempt themfelves until the preceding January, and fo on every year
18 until they pafls the age of twenty-five, from fuch work by paying te
19 faid commandant on receipt of fuch certificate ten dollars.
1 Sec. 12. And be it enacted, That every major general, brigadier ge-
2 neral,deputy adjutant general,or commiflioned officer who fhall fail to at-
3 tend training when fo required, or to make the requifite returns, fhall be
4 fubje@ to cathierment for the firlt offence by fentence of court martial
5 and to the payment a fine not exceeding dollars for
6 every return they may fail in duc time to make, to be impofed by court

7 martial.
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1 Sac, 3. And be # enafled, That every non-commiflioned officey

2 or foldier who fhall fail to attend training punttually, or fhall leave the

3 fame till difcharged fhail be fubje& to a fine of , dollars,
4 or menths imprifonment at the difcretion of a court
5 martial.

1 SEC. 14, And be it further enaded, That the mode of profecuting

for and colle€ting all fines and forfeitures ariling under this a&, and of

o

all monies thercby admiited to be paid by way of commutation for fer-

©

4 vices in the militia, fhall be prefcribed ineach flate, by the legiflature
5 thereef, the colle@lors whereof fhall pay the {ame within three months
6 after collediion, to the fupervifor of the flate in which the colleétor re-
7 fides, on pain or profecution as by law direfted.

t Szc. 15, And be it further emacled, That in cale of a&lual fervice

previous to the march of any detachment of cavalry, the horfes fhall e

»

valued by three competent and difinterefted citizens, on oath, to be {eleét-

(o>}

4 edbythe commandant of the regiment, whichfaid valuation fhall be certifi-
5 ed by any two of the faid apprailcrs,one copy of which figned by the com-

6 mandant aforefaid, fhall be tranfmitted to the fecretary of war—And

7- another left in the bands of one of the faid appraifers, and in cafe any .

8 horfe duyring faid fervice fhall be killed by the enemy or by accident, the
9 owner thereof fhall be paid for the faid horfe agrceably to the aforefaid
10 v3luation out of the treafury of the United States by erder of the fecre-
11 tary of war.

1 Sec. 16, And be it enacted, That the field pieces furnifhed under
2 this alt to the artillery companies fhall be confirufted for the ufe of
3 horfe, and the artillerifis fhall like the cavalry provide themfelves
4 with fit and proper horfes to be paid for in like manner, fhould any
5 horfe be killed by the enecmy or by accident, Provided neverthdlcfs
6 That neither the dragoons nor artillerifts fhall be compelled in time of

7 Peace to train mounted but fhall perform their training exercife on foot.

v



